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the change, but the Spanish sought to hold by arms
what they had lost by bad government, while the
French made vigorous efforts to secure these new
and valuable possessions. In 1641, they laid siege
to Tarragona, and the Spanish fleet endeavoured to
relieve the town. The French ships were under the
command of the Archbishop of Bordeaux; an en-
gagement followed in which the French had the
worst of it, and the siege was raised,

Richelieu had a curious weakness for ecclesiastical
warriors, but his heart was set on the capture ofl
Tarragona, and his wrath overflowed on the unlucky
bishop. He was removed from his command, and
the Cardinal was not content with this. He wished
the admiral to be further punished, but he found
himself involved in curious complications. Other
unsuccessful officers he committed to the tender
mercy of a court-martial selected by himself, but an
archbishop could not be tried and sentenced by lay-
admirals and captains, Richelieu turned to the Pope
for relief, and asked for the appointment of a court
of bishops to try the offender. In the extremity of
his wrath, the Cardinal lost his usual good judgment,
and the Pope did not see fit to designate half a
dozen bishops, who should consider the errors of
their right reverend brother in the management of
a fleet. Richelieu was forced to content himself
with keeping the archbishop in disgrace, forbidden
either to walk the quarter-deck, or to officiate in his
cathedral, The flock may have suffered, but the
sailors fared better when commanded by a sailor
than by a priest,waited* Theis victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
